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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the ‘Jews and 
Christians. Exodus Chapter g. 


THE JEWISH GOD AND THE EGYPTIAN KING 
STILL AT VARIANCE, 
HE fingular nature of the conteft which exiffed for 
fome time between the Hebrew divinity, and the 
king of Egypt ought to excite very ferious and important 
reflections in the minds of thofe who believe in revelation. 
Leffons of wifdom and deduétions of an incontrovertible 
charaCter flow irrefiftibly from the perufal of thefe ftrange 
paflages of holy writ ; not becaufe there is any wifdom 
contained in the paflages themfelves, but becaufe the in- 
cogruity of detail and of principle herein exhibited 
muft excite in the intelleQual powers of man thole ffrong 
and forcible contemplations which form the bafis of wif- 
dom and lead to interesting conclufions. It is impcflible 
ferioufly to indulge, for a fingle moment, the idea that the 
real God of nature was in any fhape whatever concerned 
in the ftrange altercations which are faid to have taken 
place between Pharaoh and the god of Mofes. Pharaoh 
fets at defiance the power and the commands of the latter 
—his obftinacy and his hard heartednefs are fo audacioutl- 
ly and fo repeatedly exhibited, that the omnipotence of 
Jehovah in the prefent cafe becomes extremely quettion- 
able. How eafy would it have been for him to have bow- 
ed the ftubborn will of Pharaoh and reduce him to the 
placid condition of humble obedience ; infead of this he 
hardens his heart, and then punifhes with new calamities 
and with frefh feverity this royal obduracy. He fends, 
according to the account contained in this chapter, a Num. 
ber of new plagues, for the {pecial purpots of procuring 
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an emancipation for his chofen people; thefe miracnlous 
exhibitions of divine vengeance—thefe denunciations ef 
the will of heaven—thefe terrifying exprefsions of the 
vindictive wrath of the moft high are fparned at by Pha- 
raoh, and, according to this account, treated with fove- 
reign contempt. ‘The firft miracle related in this chap- 
ter, and which, if ever performed, ought to have been ful- 
ficient in all confcience to have {truck terror into the ob- 
durate heart of the Egyptian tyrant, relates to the kill- 
mg of ail the cattle, horles, fheep, &c. belonging to the 
Iegyptians, and marking with-benign diftinétion the pro- 
perty of a fimilar kind which belonged to the Hraelites. 
Can any man read the account of this wonderful miracle 

od prefume that there ever was.a man on earth hardy 
enough to face the fupreme power of nature, and bid de- 
fiance to that omnipotence by which -he was attacked ? 
_No certainly not; but the fame fingular explanation oi 
the difficulty occurs here as upon former occafions. Gad 
-hardens the heart of Pharaoh and thus by an act of divine 
power he is induced to regret the impreflive inftru€tions 
which would otherwile have been derived from fuch fplen- 
did manifeltations of the power and will of heaven.— 
‘The next miraculous paragraph contained in this chapter, 
commences at the eighth verfe and contains a foolifh and 
conjuring account about the Lord’s commanding Moles 
and aren to throw hands full of afhes ap into the air ; 
that the afhes afterwards became duft over all the land of 
ligypt, and that the duit afterwards broke out in the form 
cf boils and blains upon man and upon bealt. When 
this dirty miracle had been wrought the paragraph cloles 
by a pofitive declaration that God {till hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh, fo that he would not let the people go. (See 
verfe 12). What was the ufe of working {uch a miracic 
as this, or indeed any other when it appears according to 
this ftory that God employed his own power to defeat 
the effect? The next paragraph in this chapter from the 
13th to the 16th verfes inclufive contains, firft, a fevere 
threat that God would fend all his plagues upon Pharaoh, 


and try once more whether he —_ be reduced to a 
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fate of obedience or not; and fecondly a pofitive afferti- 
on that for this fame purpofe he had raifed Pharaoh up, 
and alfo that his name might be declared throughout all 
the earth. This fhameful afcription of villainy and 
wickednefs in refpect to the character of the Creator is 
difgufting to every genuine ‘Theift, and proves that the 
writers of this book haf no jult conceptions concerning 
the eternal God or the attributes effential to his charaéter. 
(sod could never reveal a book in which his own charac- 
ter is traduced and calumniated ; he never could. be the 
cuthor of his own infamy, or concerned in propagating 
the flanderous tales by which. the glory of his own exiilt- 
ence muft be for ever tarnifhed. ‘Thefe facred writings 
as they are called are nothing more than the ignorant ef- 
tufions of fcribbling and foolifh fanatics; they will pafs 
away inthe filent march of time, while {cience and virtue 
will become immortal in the eftimation of enlightened, 
polterity. 
—_—K—K—K——s—s_ 
COMMUNICATION. 








Of the Religion of Deifm compared with the Chriftian: 


Religion, and the fuperiority of the former over the. 


latter. 


I:very perfon of whatever religious dénomination he 
may be is a Dersr in the firft article of his Creed. De- 
ifm from the latin word Deus, God, is the belief of a God, 
and this belief is the firft article of every man’s creed, 

Itis on this article, univerfally confented to by all man. 
kind, that the Dsift builds his church, and here he relts. 
Whenever we {tep alide from this article, by mixing it 
with articles of human invention, we wander into a la. 
byrinth of uncertainty and fable, aud become exrpofed to. 
every kind of impofition by pretenders to revelation. 
‘he Perfian fhews the Zendavista of Zoroafter the law. 
wiver of Perlis, and calls it the divine Jaw; the Bremer 
fhews the chaser, revealed, he fays,by Ged.to Brama, 
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and given to him out of acloud; the Jew fhews what he 
calls the law of Mofes, given, he fays, by God on the 
Mount Sinai; the Christian fhews a collection of books 
and epillles written by nobody knows who, and called 
the New Teftament, and the Mahometan fhews the 
Koran, given, he fays, by God to Mahomet ; each of thee 
calls itfelf revealed religion, and the only true word of 
God, and this the followers of each profefs to believe 
from the habit of education, and each believes the others 
gre impofed upon. 

But when the divine gift of reafon begins to expand 
itfelf fin the mind and calls man to reflection, he then reads 
ani contemplates God in his works and not in books pre- 
tending to be revelation. ‘The Creation is the bible of a 
true believer in God. Every thing in this vaft volume 
infpires him with fublime ideas of the Creator. The 
litt te and paltry, and often obfcene, tales of the bible 
link into wretchednefs when put in comparifon with this. 
mighty work. The Deilt needs none ‘of thofe tricks 
and fhows called miracles to coafirm his faith, for what 
can bea ~ ter miracle than the creation itfelf and his 
own exillence c. 

There is a pe eae SF in Deifm, when rightly under- 
flood, that is not to be found in any other fy{tem of reli- 
gion. All other fyftems have fomething in them that 
either fhock our reafon or are Tepug gnant to it, and man, 
he thinks at all, muft ftiflz his reafon in order to force 
iimfelf to believe them. But in Deifm our reafon and 
our belief bzcome happily united. The wonderful {truc- 
ture of the univerfe and every thing we behold ia the fyf- 

em of creation prove to us, far better than books can do, 
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tie exiftence of a God, and at the fame time proclaim his 
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It is by the exercife of our reafon that we 
are enabled to contemplate God in his works and imitate 
him in his ways. When we fee his care and goodnels 
extented over all his creatures, it teaches us our duty to- 
wards each other, while it calls forth our gratitude to him. 
q: is by forgetting God in his works, and running after 
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hooks of pretended revelation that man has wandered 
from the ftrait path of duty and happinefs, and become 
by turns the victim of doubt and the dupe of delufion, 

” Except in the firft article in the Chriftian creed, that 
of believing in God, there is not an article in it but fills 
the mind with doubt as to the truth of it the inftant man 
begins to think. Now every article in a creed that is ne- 
ceflary to the happinefs and falvation of man ought to be 
as evident to the reafon and comprehenfion of man as the 
firft article is, for God has not given us reafon for the 
purpofe of confounding us, but. that we fhould ufe it for 
our own happinefs and his glory. 

The truth of the firft article is proved by God himfelf 
and is univertal, for the creation is of itself demonstration 
of the existence of aCreator. But the fecond article, that 
of God’s begetting a fon, is not proved in like manner, 
and ftands on no other authority than that of tale. 
Certain books in what is called the New Teftament 
tell us that Jofeph dreamed an angel told him fo. 
(Matthew chap. 1, v.20.) ‘* And behold the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto Jofeph inadream, faying, Jofeph 
thou fon of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife. for that which is conceived in her is of the holy 

holt.” The evidence upon this article bears no compa- 
rifon with the evidence upon the firft article, and there. 
fore is not entitled to the fame credit, and ought not to be 
made an article in a creed, becaule the evidence of it is 
defective, and what evidence there is, is doubtful and 
fulpicious. We do not believe the firft article on the au- 
thority of books, whether called Bibles or Korans, nor 
yet on the vilionary authority of dreams, but on the au- 
thority of God’s own vifible works in the creation. ‘The 
nations who never heard of fuch books, nor of fuch peo- 
ple as Jews, Chriftians, or Mahometans, believe the ex- 
iftence of a God as fully as we do, becaufe it is felf-evi- 
dent. The work of man’s hands is a proof of the exift- 
ence of man as fully as his perfonal appearance would be. 
When we fee a watch we have as pofitive evidence of the 
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exifence of 2 watch-maker as if we faw him; and inTike 
manner the creation is evidence to our reafon and our 
fenfes of the exiltence of aCreator. Butthere is nothing 
in the works of God that is evidence that he begat a fon, 
nor any thing in the fyitem of creation that corroborates. 
fuch an idea, and therefore we are not authorifed in be- 
lieving it. What truth there may be in the ftory that 
Mary, before fhe,was married to Jofeph, was kept by 
one of the Roman foldiers, and was with child by him, I 
leave to be tettled between the Jews and the Chriftians. 
The ftory however has probability on its fide, for her 
hufband Joleph fufpected and was iealous of her, and was. 
going to put her away. “ Jofeph her hufband being a 
« jaft man, and not willing to make her a public example, 
“ was going Z to put her away privately.” (Matthew 
chap. 1, v. 19). 
I have already faid that “* whenever we ftep afide from. 
*« the firit article (that of believing in God) we wander 
* into a Jabyrinth of uncertainty,” and here is evidence 
of the julinefs of the remark, for it is impofsible for us to- 
decide who was Jefus Chrift’s father. But prefumption 
ean allume any ’ thing, and therefore it makes Jofleph’s 
dream to be of equal authority with the exiftence of God, 
and to help it on it calls itrevelation. Itis impoflible for 
the mind of man in its ferious moments, however it may 
have been entangled by education, or befet by prieft craft, 
not to ffand itil aad doubt upon the truth of this. article 
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‘The tecond article of the Chriftian creed having: 
brought the fon of Mary into the world (and this Mary 
scordimy to the Chronological tables was a girl of only 


a 
hfteen years Ol age W aen this fon was born) the n2xXxt ar- 
ticle goes om to account for his being begotten, which. 


was, thar waen he grew a man he fhould be put to death 

toexpiate, tev lav, the fin that Adam brought into the 

world by eatinz an Lap) ve or fome kind of forbidden fruit. 
But thouzh this is the creed of the church of Rome, 


from wh@ncethe Proteliants borrowed it, it is a creecl, 
which that caurca has manufactured of itfelf, for it 1s not 
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«entained in, nor derived from, the book called the New 
‘Teftament. The four books called the Evangelifis, Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John, which giwe, or pretend 
to give, the birth, fayings, life, preaching, and death of 
Jefus Chrift, make no mention of phat is called the fall of 
inan, nor is the name of Adam to be found in any of 
tofe books, which it certainly would be if the writers of 
them believed that Jefus was begotten, born, aid died for 
the purpofe of redeeming mankind trom uie tin which 
Adam had brought into the world. Jefus never {peaks of 
Adam himleli, of the Garden of Ieden, ner of what ss 
called the fallof man. Neither did the early Chiriftians 
believe the flory of the fall of man to be fact, but held u 
io be allegory. The perlon called St. Auguiline, fays tia 
his City ot God, that the adventure of Eve and the fer- 
pent, and the account of Paradile, were generally conlider- 
edin his time asallegory, and he treats them as fuch him. 
self without attempting to give any explanation of them,- 
-but thinks a better might be given than had been offered. 

Origen, another of the ancient fathers of the Church, 
treats the account of the creation in- Genesis, and the 
story of the Garden of Eden and the fall of man, as fable 
or fiction. 

What man of good sense, says he, can ever persuade 
himself that there was a first, a second, and a thir) day, 
and that each of those days had anight, when there was 
yet neither sun, moon, nor stars! (N. B. According te 
the accountin Genésis, chap. 1, the sun and moon was 
ior made until the fourth day)—What man, continues 
‘he can be stupid enough to believe that God acting the 
part of a gardener had planted a garden in the east; thar 
the tree of life was areal tree, and that the fruit of 
ithad the virtue of making those who satot it live far- 
ever. 


Te be continued. 
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Professton of faith of a Savoyard Curate, from 


Rousseau, continued from our last. 


It is in the infatiable hearts of mankind, corroding 
with envy, avarice, and ambition? that their avenging 
palsions punifh them for their vices, amidst all the falfe 
appearances of profperity. Where is the necefsity of 
feeking a hell in another life, when it is to be found, even 
in this, in the hearts of the wicked ? 

Where our momentary necefsities or fenfelefs defires 
have an end, there ought our pafsions and our vices to end 
alfo. Of what perverfity can pure {pirits be fufceptible ? 
As they fland in need of nothing, to what end fhould they 
be vicious ? If deititute of our grofler fenfes, all their 
happinefs confifis in the contemplation of things, they 
cannot be defirous of any thing but good ; and whoever 
ceafes to be wicked, is it pofsible he fhould be eternally 
miferable ? This is what I am inclined to believe on this 
head,without giving myfelf the trouble to determine pofi- 
tively concerning the matter.—O righteous and merciful 
Being! whatever be thy decrees, I acknowledge their 
reCtitude: ifthou punishest the wicked, my weak reason 
is dumb before thy justice; but if the remorse of these 
unfortunate wretches is to have an end, if the same fate 
is one day to attend usall, my soul exults in thy praise. 
Is not the wicked man after all, my brother? How often 
have I been tempted to resemble him, in partaking of his 
vices? O! may he be delivered from his misery; may 
he cast off also that malignity which accompanies it; may 
he te ever happy as myself: so far from exciting my 
jealousy, his happiness will only add to mine. 


To be continued. 
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